
TTTK DAY OF PALMS.

OLD-TIME PROCESSIONS 0» PRIESTS AND

people.

The observance of Palm Sunday has nb'iut It

an aptness, a simple dignity and a poetic beauty

that an- all Its own. lta ceremonies are dis¬

tinct and appropriate to lteeir. They rseall n

fine and touching picture in a way that Is llttlng

end full of meaning. Moreover, Palm Sunday

is one of the few days in the calendar that have

Observances and elgnlflcatlons of purely Christian

origin. Easter date« back to a pagan celebration

of the return of spring, the rising of the year
to a new life, after the death of the winter. But

Palm Sunday has a deep tenderness of meaning

In commemorating what might eafely be called

the last purely happy Incident In the life of

Christ. His triumphant entry into Jerusalem,
when the people strewed palms In his way and
cried: "Blessed Is He that cometh In the name

Of the Lord!"
From the nature of the incident which It re¬

calls it is natural that the most distinctive fea¬

ture of the observance of Palm Sunday should be

a proceselon. To-day and in this country It Is

chiefly marked by the distribution of palms to

the people In the churches, but It may be as¬

sumed that when this custom began It was ths

preliminary of a procession. It la not easy to say,

however, Just when the proceaBlon of Palm Sun¬

day began to move. There is no certainty of it

earlier than the tenth century, though it may-

have Begun !n the eighth, and In the East men¬

tion of the day Itself occurs as early as the fifth

century. The people of the Middle Ages loved

plctur-'s and «hows, and the Church was always

ready to provide them, especially In such ways

aa to h"ip it enforce Its own principles and les«
sons. The priests tried to reproduce for the peo¬

ple the scenes Of the life of the Saviour and of

Old Testament history In such crudely dramatl-

ways as should f »roe them on their minds and
fix them In their memories. It was a port of

kindergarten religious Instruction for a childish

population.
There was no time when thl» could be done

more simply and effectively than on Palm Sun¬

day. The procession representing the entry of

Christ Into Jerusalem was all that was needed;
better yet. It was a procession in which the peo¬

ple themselves could appropriately take port.
and, lest of all. with the waving palm branches,
it became a pretty spectacle. In its use In artistic

symbollcm, apart from ¡ts connection with Palm

Sunday, the palm has always been the badge
of a martyr. Tel it i? actually less the symbol
of martyrdom ltse'f than of the triumph ovet

death. Always, then. In the procession of Pnlm

Sunda> or elsewhere, It may be said to be the

emblem of triumph.
Th° people came into the church.the people

who were to make up the old Palm Sunday pro¬
cession.-«md they saw the palms that the pripsts
were to carry lying on the altar, while those

that they were themselves to have were piled on

'*V south steps of the altar. After the palms
had been blessed, they were distributed to tho

people and the procession took Its way from tho

church through the streets of the town and back
to the church again. It was not always or every-

where that such a processif could be as dignified

TOPICS IN PARIS.

PRINCE ¦* ARK THICK AS BLACKPERRIES.

Till-: 'WHITE THEATRE"-THE WASH¬

ERWOMEN'S FESTIVAL.
I'aris, March 20.

As usur.l at this time of the year. France, In

pplte of her being sadowed witn a republican
f rm of government, and with «i Cabinet that pro¬
fesses doctrines verging on full-fledged Social¬
ism, has become the rendezvous of repr«-sentn-
tlves of nearly all the European royal houses
1' .¦*.:: on th«- «--bores uf the Medlterrteesn there

are n> l«-ss th.>n three Bmpresses Em
beth of Austria en! Victoria of Greal

Britain.while a fourth Is expected ir. the pc:-

Stfl .' the widowed Czarina. The Bmperor of

Austria has been exchanging civilities With
President Fanes at Nie-, nonferrlng upon him

th'« orí -r of S'. Stephen, while Russian Grand-
duke*, A'lftrian Archdukes, Swedish, English,
German and Spanish Princes and Prince?«-«-« f

the blood :re za thick c? blackberries in the
Riviera. The latter i« even threatened with a

most unwelcome visit from the German Bm¬

peror, whose yacht, the HohensoUciU, Is await-
in«; him at Genoa, whence he proposes to cruise

along the south cccst of France, a call upon
the Czarevitch and a visit to the Napoleón Mu-

'cum on the Island of Elba being among the

features of his programme.
At Marseilles there is the husband Of the

Cuten of Madagascar, who diff«-rs. however,
f:.ni the other visitors of high degree in that.
Instead of coming to this country of bis osrn

««.cord, he comes sorely agalnM his will and as a

prison«r of state. He Is a little, shrlvelled-Up,
»lark-skinned, gray-haired n.an of seventy, but
a bit of a dandy still. On landing from the
Messageries eteumer Iraouad ly, he wore troue-

ers of white Bilk, brocaded with a striped
pstterc, an elegert woollen Jacket of light pat¬
tern, a heavy wrapper adorned with red and

White checks, and a gr<-at fur clonk. Pat«*nt-
bither boots and a round felt hat completed
this picturesque costume. He Is reported to have

loo'-el decrepit nnd 11!, and is now occupying
apartments at the military hrjepltn'. until his

departure for Algeria, where he 1b to epend the

remainder of his days In captivity. It Is this

old gentleman, who b^ars the nr>me of Ralnl-

bJr-rVony, who is primarily responsible for tho

reeoni war that resulted in the conquest of his

c»untTy by France. A« th.« nll-pow«-rful Prime

Minister of MsdAgaecar, he has ruled that
islaná with a rod <>f iron for nearly forty years,

having during that time b««n the husband of

no less than four successive Queens of Mada-
ua- ii. According to al! accounts, the present
..i: sn, far fr >m rt*gi-*4Ung his departure, is

heartily relieved by the separation from her

aged consort. Who \n. her seni r by about two-

score years
Here pi Paris during the week the Prince of

Wales has spent several days on his way south,
displaying a marked interest In the hOTSSlsss
crrlages. and Tilling at the Elysée Paris upon
the President and Mme. Faure; the Grarid-duko
Alexis, who likewise visited the Chief Magistrate,
and the Archduke and Archduchess Frederick
of Austria. Th«- Archduke, who is an elder

brother of the Queen Regent of Spain, enjoys the
distinction of belna: not only the wealthiest mem¬

ber of the House cf Hapsburg, but also the one

blefiBod with th»* largest family. Curiously
enough, he has nothing but girls; there are nine
<>f them, and according to a gypsy prophecy
there must be three daughter» more before the

Archduchess can hope to present to her husband
a eon and heir.

AN AUSTRIAN* ARCHDi;<*HEeS.
This Princess, a singularly beautiful woman,

is like the Crown Princess Stephanie, a Belgian.
She differs from the latter, however, in that she
Is not by birth of royal rank, and it was owing
to this that the Emperor for a long time hesi¬
tated to consent to a marriage, which entailed
the concession of the rank and status of an Aus¬
trian Archduchess and of an Imperml Highness
to the daughter of a mere Belgian nobleman.
such ss the Prince of Croy-Dulmen. The Croy
family, however, which is related to the Chltnays,
the Merodea, the Ahrenbergs and many other
houses of the Belgian and FYench aristocracy,
would not permit ths match to take plsoe unless
Princess Isabella obtained full recognition ss an

Archduchess, and so st length the Emperor gave
his permission.
Archduke Frederick is one of the most capable

generals of the Austrian army and a warm friend
of Bmperor William, but cordially disliked in
Viennese eociety. Thle ts dus to bis Intense
nm-sance and pride, wherein hs differs entirely

I

"PALM SUNDAY IN OLD VENICE."
(From a picture by Jo»«* Ylllega« )

and beautiful as that which could issue from the
doors of St. Mark's, In Venice, but "never any¬

thing c^xn be amiss when tlmpleneat und duty
tender it." What the people did was all d<<ne

in tlmpleneat and duty, and if there were tilings

in tbeee process! >n« which might teem to us gro
tes.nu- and Irreverent, they did not s. «:n so t.. th»

pe iple wh > did them, and th.« Church of that day
dill n t ount them «-o.

To represent the .'iirct, a priest used 11 rid«
in the procession on an att, carrying tin« H H
Sometime«, a wooden ass was used instead of n

real one, and then tin- figure un Its back, repre¬
senting the Saviour, was also of wood. The whole
was mounted on a platform with wheels and was

drawn through the Streets by a rope. The people
thr.w down their palm branches before this
car, os It pasaed, and eagerly picked them up af¬
ter th«> wh.-.-ls had been over th.-m, guarding

from the other members of the House of Haps-
burg. who are, generally speaking, amiable an!
unaffected in their Intercourse with those who
are not of Imperial rank. His »»] ¡est daughter,
the Archduchess Marle-Chrlatlne, a godchild of
her aunt, th»- Queen Regent «»i- Spain, married
arwut a year ago young Prince Nicholas Eater«
hazy. Th.- union was not of a morganatic char¬
acter, for the Esterhazyi belong t.. the »o-calb-d
mediatized families, that is to »ay houeet that
have once enjoyed sovereign rank, and which
are therefore admitted to mate on terms of

equality with reigning houses Moreover, the
Esterhnzys might now be Kings of Hungary
had they s> willed, for the Aral Napoleon made

ARCHDUCHESS ISABEM-A.

j a definite offer of the throne of St. Stephen to the
Prince Eaterbazy of th.- day. with th»« object of
Seducing him from his allegiance to the Emperor
of Austria. I'rinee Esterhasy, however, eon-

temptuously d«>ciined these overtures, feeling
probably that nothing would add to the prestige
or wealth of lilt» family, whose estates are almost
exactly, mile for mile, the size of Ireland.
At length there has C une a welcome reaction

against the Impropriety of the pi* ce» presented

AUí'HlM'KE- FREDE11H7K.

on the Parialan stage. For soin.; time there has

r.ot be»^n a singlo piece presented, riot »-ven at th«;
Comedí» Krant.'alse. to which It was possible to

take a young girl without offending her sense of
delicacy. The well-known and popular actress,
Mme. Samary, deserves the credit of having es¬

tablished at the Oab-rle den Ohamps-Elysf-es, In
the Rue de l'onthleu, a theatre, which has been
christened "The White Theatre," and upon the
stage of which are presented n .tie but plays that
an.» absolutely free from everything calculated
to offend tha young girl» who, with their moth¬
ers, constituted the principal portion of the audi¬
ence. Curiously enough, the clubs were we]|
represented in the latter, the men, moat of them
conspicuous on the turf, on the boulevard» and
in the "Monde ou l'on s'amuse," apparently de¬
riving ket-n enjoyment from the radical chango
from the highly flavored dramatic fare of which
they have obtained a surfeit during these last
few week». The young girl of the period may
ebteem herself particularly fortunate, for at no

epoch has there been so much done for her as at

the present day. There is, for instance, the
"U"vue de» Jeunes Filles," a magazine whleh
contain» only such articles as are suited for the
literary consumption of young girls, and there
are likewise a large number of new novels being
published dally, which bear on the right hand
corner of the title page a species of stamp Inti¬
mating that the book Is for young girls. The new

order constitutes a promising sign of healthy

them afterward as charms againsl storms and

lightning. In countries «rhere r«-ai palms were

n.it M i.»» had, other kinJ« «>f branches and

I. ughs were used Instead. In England, f.»r in-

stsnce, willow boughs were the favorite sub I

tute, in some ; o es, after the pro ession of the
sr loden us-« wai over, boys were allowed t bn»-

the as« and Its Image rider from the .«ext.»n. to

drag about the stre.-ts, s/hlle ihey begged f r

pennies Half of all they got was the pay >.f

the sexton. Before England became Protestant
thés.- pro tesstons w.-r»- extremely popular through
th»- count**}', and when King Henry VIII br..ke

with th.- Chun h of Home he specified the carry«
In«: «if palm«, n Palm Sunday as one «if the CUS«

toma that were n >t to be discontinued. The form¬

al observance of the feast was carried <>n till

some time In th« reign of Edwsrd VI, and after

that It gradually fell Into disuse.

rssctlon against the pruriency that has be« i
noticeable in s-) man) phases of Parisian life In

recenl years
THE CELEBRATION «»F MID-LENT.

Mid-lent wss celebrated onThursdsj with much

pomp, In pplte of th« frightful rainy weather,
whi.-h. perhaps, w »« not sito« ; priai .

when ne i meml rs that thl f« Hi I Is parti
Isrly sacred to the dlvlnltl « of the sai it
Por weeks the washer**, men of Paris !' H
t evi i > one >f the llff« n n! met ¡
trlcts, have t -i meeting logei ta

queen, and these queena iri turn bsve sssei

end le y.-o fr m theli number the q«j#en »-f

queens who constituted the prln Ipsl f»-at.»r.- 1
the greal procession thai
all the traffic In the etn ¦.¦ i..- .

h »use hsa a t.-i im| hal car »Iworal
m at gorgeous si I

B, es. >rted knlshti ai ind
lana In hlatoi leal tu¡

ai..ft is the district queen, - irr untied
.-i! ilei » .m i ladle« In watti 1 t « en¬

tre of sttrs lion was,
queens, w ., tat m s gol I« n thi
f.-.-¡ high, hei chariot being drav
h .: ses ¡m 1 ei »orte ! I>> i:

by ('«.«.ok«. m pasting .be !.: I« ».'... Palace wh-r..
tti . pro ».-: Ion h ilte.1 mmight
salute t).-- l-i- i. lent of the Kepubll he r» e|ve 1
from M. Psur» a hsndi me -h unoiid und aappl !rc
br icelet. The Inter» al In the n
rddembly nhan :.. al lents I »Il aIng In
th.- wai«-. The denlsena of the Quartler Latin

shoe f fun ss evei
The Chsmben« hsve Just leda las submitted

by the Government, the obj«*el t whin i» »>

reorganize and extend In every direction ths
telegraphic communication! of Prance with for¬
eign countries Al ih« pre pnl n '.< nesrly
all th»- submarine cablea .f ihe world ;»r.- under
the ¦¦ .»itr»-l of Ihe English, and it will scarcely
be credited thai the « ¡ /ernmenl here, In 1er >

commun, ate b) telegraph with Its ;¦ «-¦ »i i

on th<- w. ..; Coasl of Africa, in Madagascar, In
('«.chin China, and in Tonqutn, .-an only do sa
<iv»-r English lines, th»- dispatches g"lng and re¬
turning, passing In slmosi even Instance
through the L »nd »n office. Thin In Intolerabl«. »

peelally In view of th« rivalry which exists be¬
tween England and Prance In Africa and Asia.
Th.- new law provldei f..r ths laying of a neu

[cable between Bresl and Boston, and f »t «me

from r; «ton to Ban Domingo, whence it win e-.m-

mun'cate with the lines slresdy in existence in
the West Indies and Antllle»«. There Is also pro¬
vision made foi S connection between the line»
of the <"r«-at Northern System, which traverse
Siberia to Peking. Vladlvostock ami Shanghai,
with the French telegraph system In Cochin
China, by mean«» of which the Paris Government
will be able t" communicate with Cochin China
Independently of the English cables.

THE CARE OF EASTER LILIES.

A kick rmir.i.KM f«jh Tin fi.»»hiht to havt-

TIIKM tWOOU ON TIMM

When the churches i.re d»c >rr»t»»d with Ka«t»-r

lilies next Sunday morning, it may be that some per¬
sons will wonder why thsl flower blooms In so much

greater profusion In one sreek of the year than In

any other. Tb«-y may think It BtrSDgS that on

Easter, be It eiirly or lato, the Htias un. Slwaya al

thi-lr b«-st. Florista would tell them that t!ie ttms-
lln« s* of these beautiful bttds Is on»» of the greatest
problems In the horticulturiBt'i businses, a rn.it'.-r
that i»-ijiilres so end of watching and calculating and
painstaking.

The liiiltiM are planted In pota Home lline In August,
snd the «talk« are carefully ten I« «1 through th»' full
and winter tin the buds begin to appear in the spring
Th.. r-«t of the task dependa upon Ihe proper appli¬
cation of lunllght snd temperature, if the .towering
proci -¦ a» » ms io be Blow a warm graenhouse snd full
exposure lo the sun BIS lie... my. but If the lllle»
advance too rapidly they must i.e set in a cimi piac«
uni m ..-..:. or canvas must lio nu «t.il..i over the
(flu«» thut ever« them.
In the end, if the enterprise ha« iie,-n ¡.rope.iy rnsn«

aged the Bowers will be si their iln.-si on Bastei
morning and the plants win be s ild at the rat«, of
twenty live .-.-nts of nor.- for «»very bUU.

? -.

A NEW DISCO] EHER OF AMERICA.
From The Osogrsphlcsl .loin rut I.
To sum ui. briefly. The shortest route from ths

OM World ti the New la from Peps Verda i<» brasil.
Winds and e»irr."'H tend to carry a ship BCroaa.
Th.-re I», fnerefors. an Inherent probability thai s
PortuKu.mis veasal should have lieen driv.-n mi to the
Uraxlllan coast. Thl» actually happened to Cabrai
In i.Va». it .might lave hsppsned st any time after
ShlpB b»*ga,«. tO round CSM Nerd.- That ciii.e was

iirst ruiiiiiia-1 «n im.y in mu a remarkable map sraa
rnad« by Ulan ... showing tt.e rnost recent Portu-

ffuese dls-overUs. On It a long strutch of coast-
In«; u shown southwest from «'ape Verde, with un

Inscription ssylsg that It In authentic, and l.MQ
mil« s in the sresi The only Isnd In sues s position
I« South Ain; le«. The discovery must hjve been
made l.etween Mil and 1MB. It I« rt-COrdsd thut an
unknown Island w.-ia found far to the w.-»t In 1M7.
«m the ilrat map dealing with th»- Atlantic Ocssn
after lllain-«i's mat), a lar«»! Islsnd to found In the
position Indicated by Illanco. The PortugucHe had
goo«! rets..n for not troubling niii»'h a!.out sueh an

island, until the I'apal Hull <»f MM, with It« line of
demarcation when their conduct le:i«llnK to the
Tordealllaa Treaty of Hit, by which the line wu«
»hlfU'd so far that they secured Hrasll, seems to
have been baaed on knowledge of the existence of
land in the position of that country. Moreover
there I« evidence to shbw that they publicly claimed
the poaseaslon of auch knowledge. If ihe vlawa
here eel forth ore tenable, the lntere*tlng and Im¬
portant reault la obtained that America waa dis¬
covered by the Portuguese In or about the very
year in which Columbus Is believed to have been
born. Without removing one lota from the real
merit of Columbus, It would add the crowning
laurel to the alr->n«!y great glory of that marvellou»
man prince Henry the Navigator who. It la par¬
donable to remember, waa half an Unglialunaii.

In « m»* place* the i rlest» used to make little
crosses of the paints, and these wre supposed
t» i»i leci th.»se who obtained tbem against
lightning. There was a curiout little local ob-
tervance in Cornwall, The people inert used to
take their cross,»-: of palm to the shrine of Our

Lady of Na'itsw'l, and when they had paid
small f. <-.* to the priest In charge, they w. re al-

lowed to throw the palma Into 'he well If a

cros<» floated It m«-niit that Its owr.»-r would live

through the year, and If It did n.'t, It meant that

he woul 1 dl»- As th»- cries»er m'ist have beon

r- us mably light and generally »ure to float. It
Is ,-a»y to tee how this would became a popular
form «>f divination. It wa» also -.aid In c irnwall

that If anybody did not have a palm In hla hand

OB I'mhr. Sunday he would »ome time have his

lian 1 cut off.
I Up to a comparatively fe«w year» ago there was

IDETECTING "DARK STARS."

«»NE OF AsTltoNcMVS A8TONI8HINQ
HEVEI.ATMN.-?.

T i« vr.r. r.»vii!%rs an «u.:» tt'tPICton RMAIID-

IM T" "! UP 'It: iv BXQt'tarTB PlBCtl "V

MAT1IIMATI' VI. W"lil<

N thing in the material amverse, perhaps, ao im«
- th» rind of Intelligent un I reverent man at

the n. lit ItU Is f at.ir« r»-\ .-¡ile.1 to hi« eye. SVSfl with-

n ..jci. ,i is. I vi talea i they tell of th« in-

' -, and time' Yet the number grow»
«her-, ihe telescope la called Into play,

., i«, h time a more piw.«rf-¡; glatt la constructed
o istont -»re nil !* to the ir-aly .;¦-

| ..- But, besides I l»lbl«j
i, there re In llcatloni

i, how numerous it i« impossible t.>

». lure, which 'in-; »i be seen at ¦<¦'¦ Jusl n iw

r known »« "70 Ophl ichl" (No. 7" In Ihe eon«

tlon of f>phluehus) i« attracting at».-ntion In
. .. world, because of its contributions 'i

our at k of knowledgs and tpeeutatlon on this sub-

j«, »

with »uch eaaetnesa hsve the positions of ail the

brighter stars been determined, und »o close i« tht
watch »till kept, that many of »hetn have been found

to have a gradual sa -Hon through the beavena la
km this pro-frees i» in one dlreetlon only: in

others, there la ;> more or less r.-u ii\r srobbltng, as

if the body ander scrutiny w»-re proceeding in nn

orMt viewed slmOSt edgewise from the earth. The

total amount of shifting from »lie to Side may not

cover a greater angle of vision than t pendulum
»winding thre- or four In^he» nt th« dlStSSCt of a

mil«« fr .m the eye; but BO parts*. I nre the Instru¬

ments, t.ni BO refined ¡he mathemStlCSl method» em¬

ploy.!, thiit thl» erratic behavior of certain »tars la

pro«. >-ii beyond a doubt, nnd the amount of th«

wandering approalmately aaeertalned In many

caaes,

the companions OF II1UUI ano ai/vh..

Half a century or more ago. for Instance, H,«»se|

conel'idcd from evidence of thl» kind that Hlrtu». the

dog »tar, the holy »tar of Isla, had an Invisible com¬

panion, and that the pulr revolve«! around a com¬

mon centre of gmvlty plneod »omewhure between

them Yusr« afterward. In 1M2. Clark (the Amer¬

ican tele»cop» maker) fln*!1y dlacovered the dlaturb-

lng agent. It wa» a faintly lumlnoua orb. With half

the mnaa but only a ten-thoueandth part of the light
of Slrlis The atar Splca ha» a almllar companion,
dimly perc.-pillile under fuvorable olrcumatnnce».

He»«-i aaaooneed that Proeyon, too, wu» a double or

binary of the same character, but no one ha» ever

yet been uble. to disoovsr the attendant orb.

on« .f the beat known of d»rk »tsr» Is the huge

attendant of Algol, the winking demon of the Arab».

Until a very few year» ugo the »ole Interest at¬

taching to Algol proceeded from the variability In

II» llKht. At Intervals of .» Utile les» than three

d»>» it beglnt to grow dim, changea enough in

ihn-.- houri« for the untrained observer to s.-e th»-

différence, und then within the next three hoars

r.rvert Its full brilliancy. It 1» now concede I that

thl» phenomenon, whl« h puaaled the ancient» in¬

expressibly, I» really ¦ partial »clip».» of the bright
body b>- ». dark one eaeaalatod with it, and there
nr.- a i SJSO Of mor.« other variable» which are re¬

garded a» hln»rled of the »ame »ort. Hut it new

faet regarding AIko'. whs discovered thre« or four

year» ago Dr, leth E. Chaudlsr, >>f Cambridge,
\i.is-i., detected Irngtilartttes In ths conduct of this
»tar tO satisfy him that there wa« a third body,
ulsr) dark. In the combination, and hi» opinion has
he.n ,o o«|,t. 1 l.y other astronomer» without tlls-

pUte. Although we c»n »»e but one orb, therefor«,
ev.-n sith a powerful telescope, Algol I» as truly a

triple »tnr a» (lamina Andrómeda.., all ihre«) of

shoes components aie v'sii.i,-. it i» just »uch a ton«
elusisn that Is now r>-a. h.-d In regard to 70 Ophluchl,
Ioiih* known a» a binary
Thl.« »tar now rise» shortly before midnight, and

I» situated about »'«j degree» north of the toieattal
atjuator. The larger of the vl»lble somPOUSntt has
a magnitude of 4.Ä, und the smaller 8.6. Th« former
In therefor« a rather faint nuked eve »tar. The lat¬
ter coul.l ht »«"»'li with a goad fluid glas», if alone,
but a more powerful ln»trument I» needed to »epa¬
rate them, especially when, aa now, their motion
about Iba common centre bring» th»m almost to¬

gether on a line drawn from th«» earth. Uoth are
now of the »»m.» hue, a pale yellow, »lthough the
¦eeoSCvSry ha» been described In the pa»t a» being
"white, with an Inclination to red," "ro»o colored"
and even "violet." And tho system L» au far away
from n» that Ita light take» twenty yeara to reach
the earth.

STRANUr. CONDUCT OK A 11INART STAR.
Hut how waa the third member of the partnership

dlacovered? In 1872 the two vlslbls orhs occupied
teeettotf the »am« relative poeltlon toward e.ich
other a» they had In 1T7». Hence It wa.i e»t|m»ted
that tho period of revolution required for this won¬

drous waltz waa about ninety-three yeara. Astron¬
omer» accept It sa sslomatlo that each of the two
stars In a binary moves In an ellipse, and that the
two elllpeea are of the aame shape, though not of
the »am» else. Taking Into consideration the ob-

| aerved positions of the two components In the in-

a pretty little custom In England »>n th.. Saturday
¡i. f »re Palm Sunday. It was called going .»-palm¬
ing, and It consiste«! In th.- y »Uhg men and

women going In parties to the w.1m to gather
sprigs »»f will »w. These were, of course, al this

season of th- year, Ihe twigs bearing the little

furry i.uis which children in this country «*ail

pussy-willows. It Seems likely at first glance
that this custom «lid not originally ¡»»-long to

p.ilm Bunda) or Saturday at all. but wa.» an

adaptation of the more familiar and important
May Day observance, in this land and time,

outside the Roman Catholic Church, Palm Sun¬

day means little. There Is some observance of it

among Bptsc »psl churches, but for the most

part It is allowed to have only an aesthetic and

a decorative significance, merely suggesting, if

it doe« ev.-n that, the thoughts und associations
trf the time.

terval between tho earileat and latest record. It »al

computed that the orbit «l.a rlbea by-either body
wad ai» .ut three times a» long a» it wss side.
When, however, an .itt.-mpt was made to draw an

exact diagram of thla orbit, the observed positions
would r..,t fall Into line. Ther.« was mor.» or less

Irregularity or dlscrepsncy, whatever scheme was)

adopt.- ;.

Thlrt;, or forty year» ago, ther-í.t»», .-'i«¡ «

were entertained by air Juti.-i Herscbel, thut ther«
was another factor in th.» case, A Jdsdraa astron*

¦. Jacob, went ao far a.« to i*cni#cture that the
smaller Btar waa revolving ai »ui ; wow hitherto
unknown dy, Ilka lbs moon around the «-urtii,
I mlj at a far greater distança»), and that the two
then revolved around th- larger visible -tar, a.« th«

ii. 1 TttOQB together gu around the sur.. Hut
so keen-eyed an observe) ... B. W. Hun.ham,
th.-n with the great Uck telescope, could not sub-
dlvlde .it,1,-1 ¡,:ir. and aoma loubt atlll remained.
Among those who tackled thl« ;.- Inatlng prob¬
lem sraa Dr. T J, Bee, a young but sifted

in, n w . . s 1th i .-¦ sstr nomi«
... Iverslty. Mil

rvatlon» and I »I the re .»- la .»f
other aatroi I him to ercelve
no» onli tl.it there have been deviation« from th«

..¦ the atari ight to have pursued. If there were
but ta bul aiao that t*>. deviation hii been ays*
i. nal II exhibit« a rt oacillatlon. From
th«* mount and nature of the disturbance he lid

ite the position an .vement of the d:.<-
lurblng u«?'-nt.

KVii'ii.Ni'K OF AN' rs'SKK.V KKOHBOR.
In miking such S computation, this fact m i*«t

be k.pt In mind' When « large satellite revolves
around a primary, lbs ctitr.« of its orbit Is not
th»- centre of the Isrger holy, but a peint
where between the eentree of the two massssy
n.-ar th*» bigg'-r one The primary, too, revolves
around thl« Imaginary pivot, but, of course, de-
ICribSI a smaller circle thin the SStellitS The
relative sir..- of the two orbits depends on the
relative weight.« of the bodies Hen.-. MM CSU as-

rertata ths msM <>f tii« satellite, .\en if he cannot
s.-,. it, by observing how far away from the centre
«.f gravity of th*- pair (the Imaginary pivot) the

primary la it is feasible, likewise to Und out how
long It tuk.s the sat.-i.ite to make Its Circuit, by
watching the wobbling of the primary. Dr. see's
calculations astlafy him that Jac t, -ess right In

itlng the suspected itk body more .¡;r».-tlv
with the .-.mailer orb In th. visible pair, but be dif¬
fers from .lach In on.- or two other detalla, He
make« ihe dark s-.ar th- imallesi ¦.t th.- three,
.in 1 iiiik«-« it a satellite <»f th<- imV.ler bright >u*.
The nsrtod »»f it* revolutions he fix« « at thirty-sis
years In computing tho movement «,f these two
with reference to the Isrger bright star, one must
nd«ipt ss the basts of his ilculatlon that Invisible
pivot of the pair, the c -titre ,.f gravity about
which the minor revoluti« n is performed, «ine
must not tie guided by the bright ascandary alón».
Making thl« allowance, l>r. S««e Und.« the period
of the greater revolution to be elghty-t Ight years.
Instead of nlnety-thre".

t'slng T') «iphluchl as a text. Miss Clerks says:
"The discovery »>f dark itars solely through their
gravitational efT'cts must be regarded us a signal
triumph of exact astroi »my." In leed, one hardly
I«;. iwj whli-h to admire most, the complicated
structure of th» stellar system thus exhibited or
th.. exquisite workings of the human Intellect which
these mathematical ta«k« reveal And a« tiier»« are
many more biuurl«« which destroy Irregularity,
It is probable that th field of research here in¬
dicated |« h large <.n

» »r»i»r evidence of the exist, nee of «lark star.«
In s;i ice is afforded by ihe Milieu appearance of
certain temporary stars, giving a peculiar double
ap«*ctrum. Each of these I«- n»w believed to be
du., to a collision between s swarm of meteors
snd a «"»ltd ma««, both previously Invisible. Th»
preaumption 1« that every I u-k star li s body
which was one intensely brilliant like our sun.
owing to It« heat. Put has radiated enough of the
latter energy to lose Its luminosity, It may be
cold and bard all the wiv through, or only a cool
»hidl over s molten mass But the history of su th
!..>.!!»¦« Is, nff-r all. merely s matter of conjecture,

APPROPRIATE TO AUTOGRAPH BUNTERR.
Albion 04, Y.) oorreBponder.ee of The Rochester

Poet-Expn as
The unwllltngnese of the late Lord Tennyson to

respond t.. requests for his autograph Is w.-u
known A flue collection in Albion contains s few
linea written by the laureate's hand, which ars
highlv prized not only for their value, bul f »r th
difficulty with whl.-h th.-y w.-r.- obtained, snd which
are Interesting for the humorous psrtlnence of th.-
s.uniment Quoted by th<- author from one of his

poems. The first request of the Albion man f.»r "an
autograph a.i.l sentiment" was unhe» led, and the
second farci no letter, but the undaunted admirer
wrote again, and t.» his third petition received a

reply «n a beautiful elesr hand the ***ords: "A.
Tennyson, Sentiment' 'Ask nts no more.' "

LEGAL STATUS OF A JOKE.
Champ Clark In The Ht. Louie llepubllc.

Ily long odds the liest anecdote t.-lh-r.though to¬
no mean« the greatest humorist -in the I.Hid
v is that honest and ilery a«-n of the «»Id Palmetto
State, the Hon. Jasper Talbert the man who re¬
cently by hi» declarations t«>uchlng "the late un¬

pleasantness" stirred to the very depths the patriot¬
ism of eartaln Republican member«, who, ¡ike
Colonel Mull.erry Heller», are always "for the a'.d
flag ami an appropriation."

I hereby acknowledge my Indebtedness to Talbert
for «om«) of the best campaign yarns ever told on
the stump; but It must be confessed, even by his
nio»t ardent admirers, that certain of the South
Carolinian's Jokea were hoary with ag.' and badly
ah.iifworn.
The moa» fet« hing campaign «lory ever apun alnce

Momua began his merry reign Is the one about the
preacher rending his text from the Bible, two of
Whose leaves had been glued together by some mls-
chlevoua bo/, The world knows it bv heart. It waa
what H, Nfartln William« would call a "corker"
Henry Qrady told It at that celebrat-d New-IOnglaiid
dinner In New-York City In the speech which mRdo
him famous wherever the English language la
spoken. (Jrndy hlmaalf, Colonel Christopher EUerbe
and Oovernor David A. Ball all have rwme claims
to the paternity of that Joke. One day Talbert waa
telling It in a speech in the House. When he was
about half through Mr. Itoad came ambling down
the al»le and «aid: "Mr. Speaker, I would like to
Inquire, for ihe aak« of Information, If the Statute
of Limitation never runa agulnat an anecdote**'

i'oSE VILLEGAS.
THE PAINTER OF "PALM SUNDAY IN OlJ>

VENICE."

The school of painting founded by Mariano
Fortuny, and developed by him in Spain and
Rome, has had In Johô Villegas one of its strong,
est and most conspicuous pillars. This artist
was a young man when he fell under the lnflu-
once of the master, and he formed himself Upott
Fortuny's style; but he had from the beginning
abundant originality «and an enthusiasm for the
eld matters, The result has laten that his work
has carried on ihe tradition of Fortuny without
Imitation, without loss of vitality. On the con¬

trary Villegas ha* Increased in power year after
year, and the art which has produc-d the beauti¬
ful picture of "Palm «Sunday '.n OM Venice," which
has revived upon canvas the regal splendors of
the "Ineoronazlone delta Dogjtfeasaa K.iscari," 1»
to-day in its prim»?, and potent for Incalculable
good In the scho d to which the painter belong!.
Villegas was horn In «Seville In ISiS. He studied

for a time In the academy of his native town, and
then went to Madrid. From the Spanish capital
he drifted to Rime, where Fortuny was already
established, and where th» latter was ateadlly
gaining in power and Influence. Villegas had
little- of the sombre Imagination which has so

often been noted in Spanish art. Like Fortuny
he was In love with the sun. and like Fortuny
again lie was delighted with a vlvtclouil»
picturesque theme, with a flashing bit of cos¬
tume, with a graceful group, with a light and
dainty episode. He used the technique of hit
master, a technique rich In qualities of suppl«.
neat, rapidity and precision. As he looked about
him In Rome, as he explored Venice and a«n to
work painting the canals and palaces of the lat¬
ter city, the depth of Italian art was revealed to

him, and he began to study historical themes. Ht
has been studying them, painting them, ever

since, through ull the later years of his life.
Fortune h.i^ been kind to Villegas, and »oms

time ego ha was enabled to carry out a scheme
such as «very artict dreams of and one man In five
hundred Is permitted to realize. He built a hugs
villa for himself Just outside Home. It 1» a Moor¬
ish design, with a vast studio In the rear. Here,
amid relics of mediaeval beauty and with tht
«Roman Itndtcape within his nach, with Venice
Dot many h »urn away, Villegas has devoted
bimaelf to the production of great spectacular
canvases, varying his labors by the occasional
.¡.signing of some small and dainty picture, but
concentrating hi» efforts almost exclusively upon
»orkt like UM "Palm Sunday in Old Venice,"
which It reproduced on this page. They are

spectacular, but they have n»>t the meretricious
qualities usually Implied by that epithet. This
artist has studied th.« pageantry of historio
Italy, not m»»rely in the writings of the Re¬
in -ar.ee. but In the light of what Titian hat
done, f what Car] t« elo and C,oz7/ill have pro-
du¦.. -1. of the beat art as well as the best litera«
fur« of th.- times he lov«*f to paint. He Is one
of the rare artists wh< se devotion to extraordi¬
narily subtle and complicated systems of tech¬
nique has never changed their humble and In¬

quiring attitude before the masters of the golden
ag". Villegas is .»n.- of th«- technical virtuosi of
modern art. but he Is to this day an afs»iduout*
student of Vtlasques, Titian and Veronese. Not
merely In the oostumet of his pictures does ht
s.-ck to emulate the old masters. He cultivates
their spirit and it heightens the glgnlflcar.ee of
a picture Ilk.» "Palm Sunday in Old Venice," a

painting of ultra-modern technique and of gor¬
geous colors, to know that It is actually the fruit
of a profound devotion to the masterpieces of
early Italian art.

Richardson, of Tennessee, who loves a Joke himself,
w.ih in the chair and promptly ruled that It never
did, ao Talbert, utterly oblivious of Reed's sarcasm,
proceeded to the tnd of his story and followed It up
with a dozen r.ew ones which convulsed hla audi¬
tor».

"YOU" AND 'THOU:'

THE rjURIOUl ORDER OF THE NEW FRENCH
MINLSTER <»F WAR.

A decree ha» Just been issued at Parla by the new

Minister of War forbidding otiler» to addr.s» th»
soldier» under their order» by the familiar pronoua
of "thou." Henceforth the more tSTSsel "you" 'a
alone to be employed. It la neeil-j« to expíalo
that ths Minister of War is a civilian, for a soldier
would never have made the mistake of Imagining
for one moment that the testings of self-respect of
a private or BOU««COmmiesiOOSd officer would be »vf-
fected by the use of th«« familiar pronoun "tu."
"Tu" und ".lu" and "thou" are term» not of con-

t> mpt, but of familiarity und Intimacy, and their
u.-ie implies no luck of consideration for the person
to whom they ure applied, but. on th» contrary, a

feeling Of affectionate regard. In monarchical coun-

tii» s ths Sovereigns have always made a point of
a (dressing th»-lr troop» with the pronoun "thou,"
;»: the same way that they apply the word "chil¬
dren" to even grlzzkd and battle-scarred veterans

twice their age. The men like to be addreeeed
thus, and feel a sort of sympathy for thoje whom

tl.ey regard a» displaying in this way affection and
interest In their welfare.
By forbidding the u»o of the word "tu," the new

French Minister of War has dono far more harm
than god. sines he ha» rendered the relation be-

tu.-, n French officers and men more distant and
formal, and has, In fact, raised a new barrier be¬

tween those who hold commissions in the Army and
those who do not. Of course, thl» new departure
has been prompted by the »pint of republicanism,
the Minister» Idea be.ng that a »oidler 1» Just aa

much a French citizen and entitled to aa much re¬

spect us un officer.
In the Herman, Austrian, Italian and Russian

armies the efleera not only use the word "thou" to

their men. but among them»elve» a» well, ar.d the

youngest lieutenant may use It to hi» colonel or

even :»> bit general when off duty, the Idea being
th. y aro brothers und comrad,« in arm». Officer»
meeting for the first time use "thou" even thiugh
one t»e a prince and the other the »on of a petty
shopke-eper; one the colonel o' some crack cavalry
regiment, and the other a subaltern In a mere line
of re-rlment. In the aristocracy, that la to »ay,
among the old nobility, whence the parvenu and the
nouveau riche element 1» severely excluded, every
one calls the other "thou," even young girls styling
old dowagen» thus. Monarch» and royal personages
in their intimate Intercourse with one another, In¬
variably use the pronoun "thou." The Prince of
U ale» addresae» the Emperor ot Austria as "du,"
aad the Emperor of Germany makes use of th»
same pronoun when writing or speaking to King
«locar or any other monarch. "Tu" and "du" and
"thou" imply social equality umong the perso:.« who
use ihein to one another, and If the French Minieter
ot War had bren lea» hasty, and had taken the
trouble »if studying tlu> history of his «"*>untry, h*
would have f. und that during the early year» of th»
great revolution at th.« end of the last century, what
tin» doctrines of ««quality were really enforced.
everybody made use of the word "citoyen" and of
"thou" in addressing one another, no matter »hat
nilKht be the difference of age or official rank.

WINGS AGAINST STEAM.
Fr>iin The Pittaburg P.»t
Erie aad Pittaburg trainmen are talking about

the curl iua race between an taproot train and a
wild jroose which occurred the other dav between
Bhadeland and Summit. The veteran engineer. Tor.)'
Welsh, was at the throttle, and when the Canadian
honker came lazily soaring alongside the engine snd
challenged the 'ron st.-, I to keep up with him.
Tony turned on tho steam and made It necessary
for ths gooae to Rap his wings a little harder and
after getting out o? síkíu of th« train he would set-
tie town in a Bold and wait tor tin« express to
catch UP with him. II.» waited at rfpriiitfboro. Con-
neautvifi.» and Summit, snd starting after the train
from these points, Ben close t> the coach window»
in full view of ull the pasaongsis. abo crowded over
to that tide of the tram to observe the queer so«
tlons of the. bird. When the xooto at one time g'H
elost t. the engine, Engineer Welsh pulled tht
whistle, and the bird wan so badly scared thatt ht
turned over In the air ilk.- a tumbling pigeon.
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The mo»t reliable depot for pure natural

CRAY & WHITE HAIR
OF FINEST TEXTURE, MADE UP IN

NATURAL LOOKING WAVES.
PRETTY BANGS.

WAVY 8WITCHEÍ, x'feItiIer.
Our Specialty.Wigs and Toupee§»
Cooo»nut Balm and Turkish Rose Lsaves»

for the omplexlon.cannot be d.tected.
Magie Hair Tonic, demis and cools the »cala,

preserves the hair.
Hair Dyea, for all colors of Hair, perfect and

lasting.
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